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When my
Tom, and’I first saw our

husband,

1885 Victarian home in the small town of Adel, lowa, we fell
in love with its cheerful vellow brick feade, pracious porch,
and big bay window. Everything about the propeny welcomed
us—except for lis barren landscape. But like the true do-it-
yourselfers we had become by renovating a previous home,
we could envision the potential of this house

We spent the first wimter in our new home dreaming up
possibilities for a pocket of lawn nestled againg vwo corners
al the house, The H’ﬂu"-‘uill.'llhrml[ ANEa Wis ru'.'nl.\I.' a hlank
slate—not exactly the picture of Aowering abundance for
which Victorian gardens are known, And while not intending
1o greate A strictly Victorian garden, we did envision an
enchanting enclave of old-fashioned bloomers that would
complement our home’s character

For inspiration, we looked 1o the home's symmetrical
Nalianate design as well as 1o formal parterre gardens we'd
admired on a visit 10 Colonial Willamshurg, Our goal was
to repeat that formality in the landscape but with a carefree
twist than would speak 1o the cottage gardens we love, And
because a good share of the garden is just otuside the home's
kitchen, we wanted 1o incorporate herbs for cooking, It was
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Dauble Knock Dut rose
(Ross Double Knock Dut)

Teng Fight: "Purple Sensation” allium
{Allfum aftatunense) is one of the first
fowaring onions to bloom in the spring
gardan. This showwstopping grower
dazzles with s d-inch-wide globular
bloszomes atop 25inch-tall stems
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Above: Inspired by the formal parterrs
gardans of Colonial Willamaburg, the
arbor garden melds carefres exuberance
with calm orderiiness. A hedge of

‘Green Velvet' boxwood—chosen for lts
hardiness and compact growth habii-
encloses the garden, Lefi: One of & pak
anchoring two opposite beds, 8 wooden
tuteur coviered in “Lamon Star” bisck -eyed
Susan vine adds delightiul dimension 10 a
multikalor carpet of E nglish daksles (Beills
perennis "Strivvberries and Cream,
Dianthis Firewdtch', tomenda, and
vanegated Patriol” hosta

Above: Low-grawing herbs such as variegated lemon thyme make
a tdy edging for taller bleomars including roses and bee balm,

The thyme alio provides & pleasant fragrance, which makes a stroll
through the garden a sort of olfactory adventurs

a tall order for such a small space, but with the help of a friend
with an expert cye for garden design, we devised a picturesque
plan: a series of six brick-lined beds tha hug the curves of the
howse and driveway

To =trerch our landscaping budget, we installed the brickwork
ourschves, using old bricks we found while digging up arcas
lor other lowerbeds on the property. As a country-sivie
cotnterpoint 1o the formal brick edging. we opted fonr pea gravel
for the entire area, For
the framework’s inal Nowrish, we couldny resist adding a wasch
ol Colonial Williamshurg's storybook charm with a compac
hedge ol ‘Green Vielvet” boxwood. Set within the boxwood hedge,
a classic white arbor serves as an inviting entry 1o the garden

A mizture of sun and partial shade, the ganden allows us to
prow varieties [rom roses and lavender 1o hostas and colieus

pitths—an inexpensive choice at just 518

Herbs such as sage, thyme, chives, bronze fennel, parsley, and
borage llourizh in the sunnier portions, Bul these edible delights
arcn’t just practical members ol the planting palette—curly
parsicy lemon thyme, and tricolor sage also make artlul edging
for the free-spirited cottage bBlooms within

Of course, no Victorian-style garden would be complee
without a few structural accents, so we sprinkbed bee skeps and
stome staruary among the plantings to add o punch of personatity.
Thanks to this harmonious blend of structure and bloom, our
lormerly =ad patch of lawn has become an inviting oasis and 4
hitting extension of the place we call home
For mare informrtion, sce the Buyer’s Guide o page 104,

For another Victorlan-siyle cottage garden plan,
1 ¥ see BHG combvictorianplan

What's in
a Victorian
gar en?

Victorian garden was an abundant
medley of annuals, flowering bulbs,
shrubs, and perennials. We took design
cues from its exuberant lead while
putting our own twist on tradition,

Annuals. The Victorians used vibrant
beauties such as coleus and pelargonium
as carpet bedding to create elaborate
designs. In our garden, these annuals
also boost the color quotient. Potted
pelargoniums dress up window ledges
and ‘Kong' coleus lights up shady areas
with its flamboyant foliage.

Bulbs. Fancy-leaf caladiums and other
flowering bulbs were the stars of many
a Victorian flowerbed and container
planting. Because our garden’s palette
is primarily pink and purple, we chose
pink caladiums such as ‘Kathleen’ and
‘Carolyn Whorton'. Purple hues abound
in ornamental alliums such as ‘Gladiator’,
‘Purple Sensation’, and the gigantic
‘Globemaster’, which pair well with the
white-blooming ‘Mount Everest’,

Roses. Before the late 19th century,
roses were often relegated to their own
garden, but the Victorians loved to mix
them with other flowers. Our garden
features hardy varieties, including

‘Aunt Honey'; English roses 'Grabam
Thomas', ‘Mary Rose’, and ‘Heritage’;
Parkland Series rose "Morden Blush’;
and Romantica roses “Yves Piaget’ and
‘Michelangala’,

Ornamental shrubs. The Victorians

grew shrubs such as boxwood, yew, and
cypress as hedges to give their gardens a
sense of enclosure and order. We chose
the compact 'Green Velvet' boxwood

as hedging and a statuesque spiral of
Juniperus chinensis "Hetzii Columnaris’
to anchor one of the beds. Spiral topiary
dwarf Alberta spruces (Picea glauca
‘Conica’) lightens the garden's entry.

Perennials, Mixed borders brimming with
cottage charmers such as penstemon,
lavender, delphinium, hollyhock, veronica,
philox, and campanula were all the rage
during Victorian times. We planted our
landscape for a colarful show all season.



